
 
 
 
 
Minnesota/Wisconsin GITA Chapters present: 

 

New and Emerging Geospatial Technology 
Solutions Seminar 

 
April 13 & 14, 2010  

La Crosse, Wisconsin 
 
The Minnesota and Wisconsin Chapters of GITA invite you to participate in our 
first ever co-located seminar on the border, in beautiful La Crosse, Wisconsin! 
 
Join us for networking and learning with your peers! 
 

¨  Participate in a diverse program on new and emerging geospatial 
technologies being applied in Minnesota and Wisconsin, and throughout 
the world! 

 
¨  Be inspired by dynamic key-note speaker, Bill Meehan, Director of Utility 

Solutions for ESRI, who will talk about how GIS can help utilities in their 
shift towards Smart Grid. 

 
¨  Interact with our sponsors’ exhibits and see new and emerging technology 

demonstrations and learn about resources that can benefit infrastructure. 
 

¨  Network with peers from your mid-western geospatial community. 
 
Seminar Program Overview 
 

Tuesday, April 13 (starting at 1PM) 
Opening Session and Keynote Address 
Sponsor Exhibits, Demos and Networking Social 

 
Wednesday, April 14 (ending at 2PM) 

New and Emerging Technology Sessions 
Networking 
Panel Discussion 

 
 
 
 



Seminar Program Detail 
In addition to keynote speaker Bill Meehan, please join us for the following 
presentations – and more to come! 

 
 

 
Smart Grid Technology 

 
Eric Charette, Intergraph Corporation 

 
The Smart Grid is a broad term that generalizes extensive 
automation of the electric grid.  But what does that mean 
for today’s utility?  What is the role of spatial data in 
pursuit of the Smart Grid?  This lecture will cover the 
components of Smart Grid from transmission to the 
customer and discuss the subtle, but significant evolution 
of backoffice and other critical support systems, such as 
mobile workforce and enterprise reporting systems with an 
emphasis on spatial capabilities, as well as the elevated 
importance of Smart Grid-ready data and the overall 
benefits of Smart Grid operations to a utility. 
 

 
Data Sharing: “ Herding Cats?  

Try using tuna...”  
 

Bill Shaw, Milwaukee County, Wisconsin 
 
Data Sharing has long been a process akin to herding cats 
but it is especially difficult when economic and budgeting 
shortfalls stand beside the development of sustainable 
agreements to share information.  Milwaukee County has built 
its GIS over 2 decades but has not until recently been in a 
position to meaningfully reach out to the wide range of 
government, academic and nonprofit communities that need 
to be served. This presentation will focus on how Milwaukee 
County arrived at this point and what seems to be working or 
not and whether and what relevance this has to our future 
products and services. 

 
GIS for Wireless Network Planning 

 
Kevin Zamzow, Power System Engineering 

 
GIS topographical and feature information make GIS a 
natural fit for wireless network planning.  GIS viewshed 
analysis can be used to estimate line-of-sight coverage 
from radio towers or repeater locations.  Coverage 
diagrams imported from radio propagation software can be 
used to illustrate coverage for feeder devices and / or 
mobile workers.  Integrated meter data and viewshed 
analysis can be combined to plan AMI collector / takeout 
locations based on meter density.   Radio network 
planning tools integrated with GIS can provide radio path 
profiling, link design, performance / coverage prediction, 
frequency planning / interference analysis, and drive test 
analysis.  Electric utility case studies will be presented.  

 
 

GIS Technology and One Call Ticket 
Management 

 
Jeff Law, Korterra 

 
Integrating One Call ticket management systems and GIS 
technology increases productivity and efficiency in damage 
prevention operations. One Call ticket management systems 
can use GIS technology, such as facility maps, to display the 
locate on a map, highlight all facilities that need to be marked 
and screen out locate tickets. 

�
�
 

 
US Topo, and The National Map 

 
Dick Vraga and Ron Wencl of USGS 

 
In 2010, U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is producing new 
digital topographic maps for Minnesota and Wisconsin. 
These "US Topo" maps provide modern technical 
advantages that support wider and faster public 
distribution and enable basic, on-screen geographic 
analysis for all users. In addition, The USGS National Map 
has introduced a dramatically improved data viewing and 
download capabilities. This talk will describe the plans for 
these new products and demonstrate their capabilities. 
 
 
 



 
 
Seminar Sponsors  
The Minnesota and Wisconsin Chapters of GITA would like to thank the following 
sponsors for their support and attendance: 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

High-Accuracy GPS for GIS: Benefits of 
Utilizing MN/WI Reference Networks 

 
Travis LeMoine, Seiler Instrument  
Dale Stewart, Frontier Precision 

 
Over the past couple of years, the expansion of GNSS 
reference networks has been staggering. High accuracy 
results that previously required temporary, “user established” 
base stations are now found through field internet 
connections to state-owned GNSS networks or even through 
post-processing. This presentation will cover the techniques 
and services required to achieve this level of accuracy. Such 
accuracy can be obtained in the field or back in the office after 
data collection. The newly accessible accuracy addresses the 
area in between the survey-grade and the traditional 
“submeter” where GIS accuracy was typically defined. It is 
now possible to map locations and navigate to underground 
facilities, critical infrastructure, and utility features when 
decimeter accuracy is appropriate. Learn about the progress 
of Wisconsin and Minnesota’s network of DOT base stations 
which will bring high-accuracy possibilities throughout both 
states. 

Geospatial Smartphone Technology 

“My phone knows where I am, 
 but I don’t ….”  

 
Brian Jensen and Dave Mockert, GeoDecisions  

 
The emergence of the smartphone is revolutionizing the 
way we communicate and interact with the world we live 
in.  Tying in mapping technologies (knowing GPS location) 
with these devices allows for access to real time 
information including traffic, entertainment, and nearby 
services. 
Geospatial smartphone technology is also taking hold in 
non-traditional geospatial markets such as social media 
and customer service applications.   
In this presentation we will discuss smartphone platforms 
and geospatial technologies (i.e. iPhone, Droid, 
Blackberry, etc.) and currently available applications 
available to consumers. We will also explore the 
application of geospatial smartphone technologies for 
utility, government, and businesses. 
  



Register Now! 
Step 1: Register for the Seminar 
 

General Registration prior to March 12 
Registration Fee: Includes: 
GITA member $65 
Non-member $75 
Full-time Students 
(college id required) 

$20 

Conference attendance 
Conference materials 
Wednesday lunch 
Beverages & snacks 

General Registration ( for all attendees ) after March 12:  $95 
 
Email or fax to:  Jennifer Nieland 
   Sr. Business Systems Analyst 
   Integrys Business Support, LLC. 
   700 North Adams Street 
   Green Bay, WI 54307 
   920-433-1513 (office)  920-433-1360 (fax) 
   jjnieland@integrysgroup.com 
 

Seminar Registration Information 
If you prefer to make payment by phone, please cont act Jennifer Nieland at 920-433-1513 

Registration Date:  
Name  

Company Name  
Title  

Address  
City, State, Zip  

Phone  
Cell Phone  

Email  
GITA member  $ 
Non-member  $ 

Student (full time)  $ 
TOTAL $ 

Payment Information 
Payment Type (check or credit) 

Credit Card Type Visa: MasterCard: American Exp: Other: 

Name on Card  
Credit Card Number  

Expiration Date  
Security Code  

Billing Address  (if different from above) 

Company Name  
Address  

City, State, Zip  



Phone  
Fax  

 
Cancellations: Any cancellations after March 12, 20 10 will not be refunded. 
 
 
 
Step 2: Book your room 
Make your reservations now by calling 1-800-659-2220 and ask for the GITA 
room block, starting at $75 per night.  The room block expires March 1, 2010, so 
make your reservations early! 
Seminar attendees are responsible for their own roo m, tax and incidentals. 
 
Stoney Creek Inn & Conference Center – La Crosse 

1-800-659-2220 
3060 S. Kinney Coulee Rd 
Onalaska, WI 54650 
http://www.stoneycreekinn.com/locations/index.cfm/LaCrosse 

 
 
 
Would you like to sponsor, demo or display? 
 
Contact: John Bourguignon 

Security, Government & Infrastructure 
Intergraph Corp. 
420 Ridgeway Boulevard, Suite 200 
Suite 255 
DePere, WI 54115 
920-403-1150 
920-562-6300 mobile 
john.bourguignon@intergraph.com 


